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Tuesday 18th March Readings - Part 1

Acts 24: 23-35 - Paul is sent to Caesarea
23Then the commander called two of his officers and ordered, “Get 200 soldiers ready to
leave for Caesarea at nine o’clock tonight. Also
take 200 spearmen and 70 mounted troops.
24Provide horses for Paul to ride, and get him
safely to Governor Felix.” 25Then he wrote this
letter to the governor:
26“From Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency,
Governor Felix: Greetings!
27“This man was seized by some Jews, and
they were about to kill him when I arrived with
the troops. When I learned that he was a Roman
citizen, I removed him to safety. 28Then I took
him to their high council to try to learn the basis
of the accusations against him. 29I soon discovered the charge was something regarding their
religious law—certainly nothing worthy of imprisonment or death. 30But when I was informed of a plot to kill him, I immediately sent
him on to you. I have told his accusers to bring
their charges before you.”
31So that night, as ordered, the soldiers took
Paul as far as Antipatris. 32They returned to the
fortress the next morning, while the mounted
troops took him on to Caesarea. 33When they
arrived in Caesarea, they presented Paul and the
letter to Governor Felix. 34He read it and then
asked Paul what province he was from. “Cilicia,” Paul answered.
35“I will hear your case myself when your accusers arrive,” the governor told him. Then the
governor ordered him kept in the prison at
Herod’s headquarters.

Luke 4: 16-30 - Jesus rejected in Nazareth
16When he came to the village of Nazareth, his
boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to read the
Scriptures. 17The scroll of Isaiah the prophet
was handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where this was written:
18
“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me,
for he has anointed me to bring Good News
to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim that captives
will be released,
that the blind will see,
that the oppressed will be set free,
19
and that the time of the LORD’s favor
has come. ”
20He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the
attendant, and sat down. All eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently. 21Then he began
to speak to them. “The Scripture you’ve just
heard has been fulfilled this very day!”
22Everyone spoke well of him and was amazed
by the gracious words that came from his lips.
“How can this be?” they asked. “Isn’t this
Joseph’s son?”
23Then he said, “You will undoubtedly quote
me this proverb: ‘Physician, heal yourself’—
meaning, ‘Do miracles here in your hometown
like those you did in Capernaum.’ 24But I tell
you the truth, no prophet is accepted in his own
hometown.
25“Certainly there were many needy widows
in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the heavens
were closed for three and a half years, and a severe famine devastated the land. 26Yet Elijah
was not sent to any of them. He was sent instead to a foreigner—a widow of Zarephath in
the land of Sidon. 27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha,
but the only one healed was Naaman, a Syrian.”
28When they heard this, the people in the synagogue were furious. 29Jumping up, they
mobbed him and forced him to the edge of the
hill on which the town was built. They intended
to push him over the cliff, 30but he passed right
through the crowd and went on his way.
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1 Kings 18 - Elijah and Obadiah
1After a long time, in the third year, the word
of the LORD came to Elijah: Go and present
yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the
land. 2So Elijah went to present himself to
Ahab.
Now the famine was severe in Samaria, 3and
Ahab had summoned Obadiah, who was in
charge of his palace. (Obadiah was a devout believer in the LORD. 4While Jezebel was killing
off the LORD’s prophets, Obadiah had taken a
hundred prophets and hidden them in two
caves, fifty in each, and had supplied them with
food and water.) 5Ahab had said to Obadiah,
Go through the land to all the springs and valleys. Maybe we can find some grass to keep the
horses and mules alive so we will not have to
kill any of our animals. 6So they divided the
land they were to cover, Ahab going in one direction and Obadiah in another.
7As Obadiah was walking along, Elijah met
him. Obadiah recognised him, bowed down to
the ground, and said, Is it really you, my lord
Elijah?
8 Yes, he replied. Go tell your master, ‘Elijah
is here.’
9 What have I done wrong, asked Obadiah,
that you are handing your servant over to Ahab
to be put to death? 10As surely as the LORD
your God lives, there is not a nation or kingdom
where my master has not sent someone to look
for you. And whenever a nation or kingdom
claimed you were not there, he made them
swear they could not find you. 11But now you
tell me to go to my master and say, ‘Elijah is
here.’ 12I don’t know where the Spirit of the
LORD may carry you when I leave you. If I go
and tell Ahab and he doesn’t find you, he will
kill me. Yet I your servant have worshiped the
LORD since my youth. 13Haven’t you heard,
my lord, what I did while Jezebel was killing
the prophets of the LORD? I hid a hundred of
the LORD’s prophets in two caves, fifty in
each, and supplied them with food and water.
14And now you tell me to go to my master and

say, ‘Elijah is here.’ He will kill me!
15Elijah said, As the LORD Almighty lives,
whom I serve, I will surely present myself to
Ahab today.
Elijah on Mount Carmel
16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him,
and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17When he saw
Elijah, he said to him, Is that you, you troubler
of Israel?
18 I have not made trouble for Israel, Elijah
replied. But you and your father’s family have.
You have abandoned the LORD’s commands
and have followed the Baals. 19Now summon
the people from all over Israel to meet me on
Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and
fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred
prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.
20So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and
assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel.
21Elijah went before the people and said, How
long will you waver between two opinions? If
the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal is
God, follow him.
But the people said nothing.
22Then Elijah said to them, I am the only one
of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four
hundred and fifty prophets. 23Get two bulls for
us. Let them choose one for themselves, and let
them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood
but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull
and put it on the wood but not set fire to it.
24Then you call on the name of your god, and
I will call on the name of the LORD. The god
who answers by fire—he is God.
Then all the people said, What you say is good.
25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, Choose
one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there
are so many of you. Call on the name of your
god, but do not light the fire. 26So they took
the bull given them and prepared it.
Then they called on the name of Baal from
morning till noon. O Baal, answer us! they
shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they
had made.
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27At noon Elijah began to taunt them. Shout
louder! he said. Surely he is a god! Perhaps
he is deep in thought, or busy, or travelling.
Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.
28So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. 29Midday
passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice.
But there was no response, no one answered,
no one paid attention.
30Then Elijah said to all the people, Come
here to me. They came to him, and he repaired
the altar of the LORD, which was in ruins.
31Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the
tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the
word of the LORD had come, saying, Your
name shall be Israel. 32With the stones he built
an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug
a trench around it large enough to hold two
seahs of seed. 33He arranged the wood, cut the
bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then
he said to them, Fill four large jars with water
and pour it on the offering and on the wood.
34 Do it again, he said, and they did it again.
Do it a third time, he ordered, and they did it
the third time. 35The water ran down around
the altar and even filled the trench.
36At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah
stepped forward and prayed: O LORD, God of
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known
today that You are God in Israel and that I am
your servant and have done all these things at
your command. 37Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that You,
O LORD, are God, and that You are turning
their hearts back again.
38Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned
up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the
soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.
39When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, The LORD—He is God! The
LORD—He is God!
40Then Elijah commanded them, Seize the
prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!
They seized them, and Elijah had them brought
down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered
there.
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Jesus calms a storm

Mark 4: 35-41

35On that day, when evening had come, he
said to them, “Let us go across to the other
side.” 36And leaving the crowd behind, they
took him with them in the boat, just as he was.
Other boats were with him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat,
so that the boat was already being swamped.
38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He woke up and rebuked the wind,
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the
wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40He
said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you
still no faith?” 41And they were filled with
great awe and said to one another, “Who then
is this, that even the wind and the sea obey
him?”

The Beatitudes
Matthew 5: 3-12
2 This is what Jesus taught them:
3 God blesses those who realise their need
for him,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is given to
them.
4 God blesses those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5 God blesses those who are gentle and
lowly,
for the whole earth will belong to them.
6 God blesses those who are hungry and
thirsty for justice,
for they will receive it in full.
7 God blesses those who are merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure,
for they will see God.
9 God blesses those who work for peace,
for they will be called the children of God.
10 God blesses those who are persecuted be
cause they live for God, for the Kingdom

of Heaven is theirs.
11 God blesses you when you are mocked
and persecuted and lied about because you
are My followers.
12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a
great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted, too.

Jesus Heals Peter’s Mother in Law
Matthew 8: 14-17
14When Jesus arrived at Peter’s house,
Peter’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a
high fever. 15But when Jesus touched her
hand, the fever left her. Then she got up and
prepared a meal for him.
16That evening many demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus. He cast out the evil
spirits with a simple command, and he healed
all the sick. 17This fulfilled the word of the
Lord through the prophet Isaiah, who said,
“He took our sicknesses

and removed our diseases.”
Remains of home of Peter
Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3: 13-17
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at
the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to
be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now;
for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
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righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him.
17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.”

Jesus Feeds Five Thousand
Luke 9: 10-17
10When the apostles returned, they told Jesus
everything they had done. Then he slipped
quietly away with them toward the town of
Bethsaida. 11But the crowds found out where
he was going, and they followed him. He welcomed them and taught them about the Kingdom of God, and he healed those who were
sick.
12Late in the afternoon the twelve disciples
came to him and said, “Send the crowds away
to the nearby villages and farms, so they can
find food and lodging for the night. There is
nothing to eat here in this remote place.”
13But Jesus said, “You feed them.”
“But we have only five loaves of bread and
two fish,” they answered. “Or are you expecting us to go and buy enough food for this
whole crowd?” 14For there were about 5,000
men there.
Jesus replied, “Tell them to sit down in groups
of about fifty each.” 15So the people all sat
down. 16Jesus took the five loaves and two
fish, looked up toward heaven, and blessed
them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces,
he kept giving the bread and fish to the disciples so they could distribute it to the people.
17They all ate as much as they wanted, and
afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftovers!
Matthew 4: 18-22
The Calling of the First Disciples
18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of
Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called

Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 Come, follow me, Jesus said, and I
will make you fishers of men. 20At once
they left their nets and followed him.
21Going on from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John. They were in a boat with their
father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus
called them, 22and immediately they left the
boat and their father and followed him.

Location
where the disciples accepted the call of Jesus

Primacy of Peter Church
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Mark 5: 1-20
Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Man
Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Man
1So they arrived at the other side of the lake, in
the region of the Gerasenes. 2When Jesus
climbed out of the boat, a man possessed by an
evil spirit came out from a cemetery to meet
him. 3This man lived among the burial caves
and could no longer be restrained, even with a
chain. 4Whenever he was put into chains and
shackles—as he often was—he snapped the
chains from his wrists and smashed the shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue him.
5Day and night he wandered among the burial
caves and in the hills, howling and cutting himself with sharp stones.
6When Jesus was still some distance away, the
man saw him, ran to meet him, and bowed low
before him. 7With a shriek, he screamed, “Why
are you interfering with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? In the name of God, I beg you,
don’t torture me!” 8For Jesus had already said
to the spirit, “Come out of the man, you evil
spirit.”
9Then Jesus demanded, “What is your name?”
And he replied, “My name is Legion, because
there are many of us inside this man.” 10Then
the evil spirits begged him again and again not
to send them to some distant place.
11There happened to be a large herd of pigs
feeding on the hillside nearby. 12“Send us into
those pigs,” the spirits begged. “Let us enter
them.”
13So Jesus gave them permission. The evil
spirits came out of the man and entered the
pigs, and the entire herd of 2,000 pigs plunged
down the steep hillside into the lake and
drowned in the water.
14The herdsmen fled to the nearby town and
the surrounding countryside, spreading the
news as they ran. People rushed out to see what
had happened. 15A crowd soon gathered
around Jesus, and they saw the man who had
been possessed by the legion of demons. He
was sitting there fully clothed and perfectly

sane, and they were all afraid. 16Then those
who had seen what happened told the others
about the demon-possessed man and the pigs.
17And the crowd began pleading with Jesus to
go away and leave them alone.
18As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man
who had been demon possessed begged to go
with him. 19But Jesus said, “No, go home to
your family, and tell them everything the Lord
has done for you and how merciful he has
been.” 20So the man started off to visit the Ten
Towns of that region and began to proclaim the
great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed at what he told them.

Matthew 16: 13-19
Peter’s Declaration about Jesus
13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
14“Well,” they replied, “some say John the
Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.”
15Then he asked them, “But who do you say I
am?”
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
17Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son
of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from
any human being. 18Now I say to you that you
are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this
rock I will build my church, and all the powers
of hell will not conquer it. 19And I will give
you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be forbidden in
heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will
be permitted in heaven.”
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1 Samuel 31
The Death of Saul
1Now the Philistines attacked Israel, and the
men of Israel fled before them. Many were
slaughtered on the slopes of Mount Gilboa.
2The Philistines closed in on Saul and his sons,
and they killed three of his sons—Jonathan,
Abinadab, and Malkishua. 3The fighting grew
very fierce around Saul, and the Philistine
archers caught up with him and wounded him
severely.
4Saul groaned to his armor bearer, “Take your
sword and kill me before these pagan
Philistines come to run me through and taunt
and torture me.”
But his armor bearer was afraid and would not
do it. So Saul took his own sword and fell on
it. 5When his armor bearer realized that Saul
was dead, he fell on his own sword and died beside the king. 6So Saul, his three sons, his
armor bearer, and his troops all died together
that same day.
7When the Israelites on the other side of the
Jezreel Valley and beyond the Jordan saw that
the Israelite army had fled and that Saul and his
sons were dead, they abandoned their towns
and fled. So the Philistines moved in and occupied their towns.
8The next day, when the Philistines went out to
strip the dead, they found the bodies of Saul and
his three sons on Mount Gilboa. 9So they cut
off Saul’s head and stripped off his armor. Then
they proclaimed the good news of Saul’s death
in their pagan temple and to the people throughout the land of Philistia. 10They placed his
armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths, and they
fastened his body to the wall of the city of Bethshan.
11But when the people of Jabesh-gilead heard
what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12all
their mighty warriors traveled through the night
to Beth-shan and took the bodies of Saul and
his sons down from the wall. They brought
them to Jabesh, where they burned the bodies.
13Then they took their bones and buried them

beneath the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and they
fasted for seven days.
Photos below - Beit Shean
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Mark 11: 1-11
Jesus moves down the Palm Sunday Road
1Now when Jesus and his disciples drew near
Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the
Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples;
2and He said to them, Go into the village opposite you; and as soon as you have entered it
you will find a colt tied, on which no one has
sat. Loose it and bring it. 3And if anyone says
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The
Lord has need of it,’ and immediately he will
send it here.
4So they went their way, and found the colt tied
by the door outside on the street, and they
loosed it. 5But some of those who stood there
said to them, What are you doing, loosing the
colt?
6And they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded. So they let them go. 7Then they
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes
on it, and He sat on it. 8And many spread their
clothes on the road, and others cut down leafy
branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. 9Then those who went before and those
who followed cried out, saying: Hosanna!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!’ 10 Blessed is the kingdom of our father
David. That comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest! 11And Jesus went into
Jerusalem and into the temple. So when He had
looked around at all things, as the hour was already late, He went out to Bethany with the
twelve.
Matthew 23: 37-39
Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem
37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones God’s messengers!
How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me.
38And now look, your house is left to you,
empty and desolate. 39For I tell you this, you
will never see me again until you say, ‘Bless the
one who comes in the name of the Lord!’

Matthew 26: 36-42
Gethsemane
36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place
called Gethsemane, and He said to them, Sit
here while I go over there and pray. 37He took
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with
Him, and He began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then He said to them, My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay
here and keep watch with Me.
39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to
the ground and prayed, My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as
I will, but as You will.
40Then He returned to his disciples and found
them sleeping. Could you men not keep watch
with me for one hour? He asked Peter. 41 Watch
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.
The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.
42He went away a second time and prayed, My
Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be
taken away unless I drink it, may Your will be
done.

Garden of Gethsemene

Luke 2: 8-20
The Shepherds and Angels
8That night there were shepherds staying in the
fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep.
9Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared
among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s
glory surrounded them. They were terrified,
10but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be
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afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that
will bring great joy to all people. 11The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been
born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!
12And you will recognize him by this sign: You
will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of
cloth, lying in a manger.”
13Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host
of others—the armies of heaven—praising God
and saying,
14
“Glory to God in highest heaven,
and peace on earth to those with whom God
is pleased.”
15When the angels had returned to heaven, the
shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”
16They hurried to the village and found Mary
and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in
the manger. 17After seeing him, the shepherds
told everyone what had happened and what the
angel had said to them about this child. 18All
who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, 19but Mary kept all these things in her
heart and thought about them often. 20The
shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and
seen. It was just as the angel had told them.

Matthew 1: 18-25
The Birth of Jesus the Messiah
18This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His
mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to
Joseph. But before the marriage took place,
while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.
19Joseph, her fiancé , was a good man and did
not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided
to break the engagement quietly.
20As he considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of
David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife. For the child within her was
conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21And she will
have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.”
22All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:
23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
She will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel,
which means ‘God is with us.’”
24When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his
wife. 25But he did not have sexual relations
with her until her son was born. And Joseph
named him Jesus.

Original caves where the
shepherds tended to their
sheep
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John 5: 1-13
Jesus Heals a Lame Man
1Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one
of the Jewish holy days. 2Inside the city, near
the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda, with
five covered porches. 3Crowds of sick people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the
porches. 5One of the men lying there had been
sick for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw
him and knew he had been ill for a long time,
he asked him, “Would you like to get well?”
7“I can’t, sir,” the sick man said, “for I have no
one to put me into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone else always gets there ahead
of me.”
8Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat,
and walk!”
9Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up
his sleeping mat and began walking! But this
miracle happened on the Sabbath, 10so the
Jewish leaders objected. They said to the man
who was cured, “You can’t work on the Sabbath! The law doesn’t allow you to carry that
sleeping mat!”
11But he replied, “The man who healed me told
me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”
12“Who said such a thing as that?” they demanded.
13The man didn’t know, for Jesus had disappeared into the crowd. 14But afterward Jesus
found him in the Temple and told him, “Now
you are well; so stop sinning, or something
even worse may happen to you.” 15Then the
man went and told the Jewish leaders that it was
Jesus who had healed him.
John 19:5
Trial by Pilate
5Then Jesus came out wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said,
“Look, here is the man!”

Matthew 27: 27-31
The Soldiers Mock Jesus
27Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jesus

into their headquarters and called out the entire
regiment. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet
robe on him. 29They wove thorn branches into
a crown and put it on his head, and they placed
a reed stick in his right hand as a scepter. Then
they knelt before him in mockery and taunted,
“Hail! King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on
him and grabbed the stick and struck him on
the head with it. 31When they were finally tired
of mocking him, they took off the robe and put
his own clothes on him again. Then they led
him away to be crucified.

Symbol of “The Kings Game”

Mark 15: 21
Simon forced to carry the cross
21A passerby named Simon, who was from
Cyrene, was coming in from the countryside
just then, and the soldiers forced him to carry
Jesus’ cross. (Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus.)

Mark 15: 21-41
The Crucifixion
21A passerby named Simon, who was from
Cyrene, was coming in from the countryside
just then, and the soldiers forced him to carry
Jesus’ cross. (Simon was the father of Alexan-
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der and Rufus.) 22And they brought Jesus to a
place called Golgotha (which means “Place of
the Skull”). 23They offered him wine drugged
with myrrh, but he refused it.
24Then the soldiers nailed him to the cross.
They divided his clothes and threw dice to
decide who would get each piece. 25It was
nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26A sign was fastened to the cross,
announcing the charge against him. It read,
“The King of the Jews.” 27Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right
and one on his left.
29The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. “Ha! Look at you
now!” they yelled at him. “You said you were
going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in
three days. 30Well then, save yourself and
come down from the cross!”
31The leading priests and teachers of religious law also mocked Jesus. “He saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself!
32Let this Messiah, this King of Israel, come
down from the cross so we can see it and believe him!” Even the men who were crucified
with Jesus ridiculed him.
The Death of Jesus
33At noon, darkness fell across the whole
land until three o’clock. 34Then at three o’clock Jesus called out with a loud voice,
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned
me?” 35Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought he was calling for the
prophet Elijah. 36One of them ran and filled a
sponge with sour wine, holding it up to him
on a reed stick so he could drink. “Wait!” he
said. “Let’s see whether Elijah comes to take
him down!” 37Then Jesus uttered another
loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in
two, from top to bottom.
39When the Roman officer who stood facing
him saw how he had died, he exclaimed,
“This man truly was the Son of God!”

40Some women were there, watching from a
distance, including Mary Magdalene, Mary
(the mother of James the younger and of
Joseph ), and Salome. 41They had been followers of Jesus and had cared for him while
he was in Galilee. Many other women who
had come with him to Jerusalem were also
there.

1 Kings 5: 15-18
Building the Temple
15King Solomon had 70,000 common laborers, 80,000 quarry workers in the hill country,
16and 3,600 foremen to supervise the work.
17At the king’s command, they quarried large
blocks of high-quality stone and shaped them
to make the foundation of the Temple. 18Men
from the city of Gebal helped Solomon’s and
Hiram’s builders prepare the timber and stone
for the Temple.
Also mentioned in Jeremiah 52:7-8 and commentry
by Rashi (an outstanding Biblical commentator of
the Middle Ages.) He talks about Zedekiah coming
out of the cave to be captured.

Mark 15: 42-47 - The Burial of Jesus
42This all happened on Friday, the day of
preparation, the day before the Sabbath. As
evening approached, 43Joseph of Arimathea
took a risk and went to Pilate and asked for
Jesus’ body. (Joseph was an honored member
of the high council, and he was waiting for
the Kingdom of God to come.) 44Pilate
couldn’t believe that Jesus was already dead,
so he called for the Roman officer and asked
if he had died yet. 45The officer confirmed
that Jesus was dead, so Pilate told Joseph he
could have the body. 46Joseph bought a long
sheet of linen cloth. Then he took Jesus’ body
down from the cross, wrapped it in the cloth,
and laid it in a tomb that had been carved out
of the rock. Then he rolled a stone in front of
the entrance. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary
the mother of Joseph saw where Jesus’ body
was laid.
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2 Kings 20:20 - Hezekiah’s Tunnel
20The rest of the events in Hezekiah’s reign,
including the extent of his power and how he
built a pool and dug a tunnel to bring water into
the city, are recorded in The Book of the History of the Kings of Judah.
John 9: 1-7
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
1As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man
who had been blind from birth. 2“Rabbi,” his
disciples asked him, “why was this man born
blind? Was it because of his own sins or his
parents’ sins?”
3“It was not because of his sins or his parents’
sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the
power of God could be seen in him. 4We must
quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the
one who sent us. The night is coming, and
then no one can work. 5But while I am here in
the world, I am the light of the world.”
6Then he spit on the ground, made mud with
the saliva, and spread the mud over the blind
man’s eyes. 7He told him, “Go wash yourself
in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”).
So the man went and washed and came back
seeing!
Luke 19: 45-48
Jesus Clears the Temple
45Then Jesus entered the Temple and began
to drive out the people selling animals for sacrifices. 46He said to them, “The Scriptures
declare, ‘My Temple will be a house of
prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of
thieves.”
47After that, he taught daily in the Temple,
but the leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and the other leaders of the people
began planning how to kill him. 48But they
could think of nothing, because all the people
hung on every word he said.

Mark 14: 12-26
The Last Supper
12On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do
you want us to go to prepare the Passover
meal for you?”
13So Jesus sent two of them into Jerusalem
with these instructions: “As you go into the
city, a man carrying a pitcher of water will
meet you. Follow him. 14At the house he enters, say to the owner, ‘The Teacher asks:
Where is the guest room where I can eat the
Passover meal with my disciples?’ 15He will
take you upstairs to a large room that is already set up. That is where you should prepare our meal.” 16So the two disciples went
into the city and found everything just as
Jesus had said, and they prepared the
Passover meal there.
17In the evening Jesus arrived with the
twelve disciples. 18As they were at the table
eating, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, one of
you eating with me here will betray me.”
19Greatly distressed, each one asked in turn,
“Am I the one?”
20He replied, “It is one of you twelve who is
eating from this bowl with me. 21For the Son
of Man must die, as the Scriptures declared
long ago. But how terrible it will be for the
one who betrays him. It would be far better
for that man if he had never been born!”
22As they were eating, Jesus took some bread
and blessed it. Then he broke it in pieces and
gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take it, for
this is my body.”
23And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks
to God for it. He gave it to them, and they all
drank from it. 24And he said to them, “This is
my blood, which confirms the covenant between God and his people. It is poured out as
a sacrifice for many. 25I tell you the truth, I
will not drink wine again until the day I drink
it new in the Kingdom of God.”
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26Then they sang a hymn and went out to the
Mount of Olives.

Matthew 26: 57-68
Jesus before the Council
57Then the people who had arrested Jesus led
him to the home of Caiaphas, the high priest,
where the teachers of religious law and the
elders had gathered. 58Meanwhile, Peter followed him at a distance and came to the high
priest’s courtyard. He went in and sat with the
guards and waited to see how it would all end.
59Inside, the leading priests and the entire
high council were trying to find witnesses
who would lie about Jesus, so they could put
him to death. 60But even though they found
many who agreed to give false witness, they
could not use anyone’s testimony. Finally, two
men came forward 61who declared, “This
man said, ‘I am able to destroy the Temple of
God and rebuild it in three days.’”
62Then the high priest stood up and said to
Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to answer these
charges? What do you have to say for yourself?” 63But Jesus remained silent. Then the
high priest said to him, “I demand in the name
of the living God—tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”
64Jesus replied, “You have said it. And in the
future you will see the Son of Man seated in
the place of power at God’s right hand and
coming on the clouds of heaven.”
65Then the high priest tore his clothing to
show his horror and said, “Blasphemy! Why
do we need other witnesses? You have all
heard his blasphemy. 66What is your verdict?”
“Guilty!” they shouted. “He deserves to die!”
67Then they began to spit in Jesus’ face and
beat him with their fists. And some slapped
him, 68jeering, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah!
Who hit you that time?”

Psalm 88
1
O LORD, God of my salvation,
I cry out to you by day.
I come to you at night.
2
Now hear my prayer;
listen to my cry.
3
For my life is full of troubles,
and death draws near.
4
I am as good as dead,
like a strong man with no strength left.
5 They have left me among the dead,
and I lie like a corpse in a grave.
I am forgotten,mcut off from your care.
6 You have thrown me into the lowest pit,
into the darkest depths.
7 Your anger weighs me down;
with wave after wave you have engulfed
me.
8 You have driven my friends away
by making me repulsive to them.
I am in a trap with no way of escape.
9
My eyes are blinded by my tears.
Each day I beg for your help, O LORD;
I lift my hands to you for mercy.
10 Are your wonderful deeds of any use to
the dead?
Do the dead rise up and praise you?
11 Can those in the grave declare your unfailing love?
Can they proclaim your faithfulness in the
place of destruction?
12 Can the darkness speak of your wonderful
deeds?
Can anyone in the land of forgetfulness
talk about your righteousness?
13 O LORD, I cry out to you.
I will keep on pleading day by day.
14 O LORD, why do you reject me?
Why do you turn your face from me?
15 I have been sick and close to death since
my youth.
I stand helpless and desperate before your
terrors.
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16 Your fierce anger has overwhelmed me.
Your terrors have paralyzed me.
17 They swirl around me like floodwaters all
day long.
They have engulfed me completely.
18
You have taken away my companions
and loved ones.
Darkness is my closest friend.

while he was still speaking, the rooster
crowed.
61At that moment the Lord turned and looked
at Peter. Then Peter remembered that the Lord
had said, “Before the rooster crows tomorrow
morning, you will deny three times that you
even know me.”
Peter denies Jesus three times

Entrance to Jesus’ Cell

Luke 22: 54 - 61 - Peter Denies Jesus
54So they arrested him and led him to the
high priest’s home. And Peter followed at a
distance. 55The guards lit a fire in the middle
of the courtyard and sat around it, and Peter
joined them there. 56A servant girl noticed
him in the firelight and began staring at him.
Finally she said, “This man was one of Jesus’
followers!”
57But Peter denied it. “Woman,” he said, “I
don’t even know him!”
58After a while someone else looked at him
and said, “You must be one of them!”
“No, man, I’m not!” Peter retorted.
59About an hour later someone else insisted,
“This must be one of them, because he is a
Galilean, too.”
60But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what
you are talking about.” And immediately,
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Luke 24: 13 - 34 The Walk to Emmaus
13That same day two of Jesus’ followers were
walking to the village of Emmaus, seven miles
from Jerusalem. 14As they walked along they
were talking about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these
things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began
walking with them. 16But God kept them from
recognizing him.
17He asked them, “What are you discussing so
intently as you walk along?”
They stopped short, sadness written across their
faces. 18Then one of them, Cleopas, replied,
“You must be the only person in Jerusalem who
hasn’t heard about all the things that have happened there the last few days.”
19“What things?” Jesus asked.
“The things that happened to Jesus, the man
from Nazareth,” they said. “He was a prophet
who did powerful miracles, and he was a
mighty teacher in the eyes of God and all the
people. 20But our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned to death, and they crucified him. 21We
had hoped he was the Messiah who had come
to rescue Israel. This all happened three days
ago.
22“Then some women from our group of his
followers were at his tomb early this morning,
and they came back with an amazing report.
23They said his body was missing, and they
had seen angels who told them Jesus is alive!
24Some of our men ran out to see, and sure
enough, his body was gone, just as the women
had said.”
25Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that the
prophets wrote in the Scriptures. 26Wasn’t it
clearly predicted that the Messiah would have
to suffer all these things before entering his
glory?” 27Then Jesus took them through the
writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.
28By this time they were nearing Emmaus and

the end of their journey. Jesus acted as if he
were going on, 29but they begged him, “Stay
the night with us, since it is getting late.” So he
went home with them. 30As they sat down to
eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then he
broke it and gave it to them. 31Suddenly, their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him.
And at that moment he disappeared!
32They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts
burn within us as he talked with us on the road
and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33And
within the hour they were on their way back to
Jerusalem. There they found the eleven disciples and the others who had gathered with
them, 34who said, “The Lord has really risen!
He appeared to Peter. ”

Columbarium Cave (Pigeon Coop)
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Luke 1: 57-66
The Birth of John the Baptist
57When it was time for Elizabeth’s baby to
be born, she gave birth to a son. 58And when
her neighbors and relatives heard that the
Lord had been very merciful to her, everyone
rejoiced with her.
59When the baby was eight days old, they all
came for the circumcision ceremony. They
wanted to name him Zechariah, after his father. 60But Elizabeth said, “No! His name is
John!”
61“What?” they exclaimed. “There is no one
in all your family by that name.” 62So they
used gestures to ask the baby’s father what he
wanted to name him. 63He motioned for a
writing tablet, and to everyone’s surprise he
wrote, “His name is John.” 64Instantly
Zechariah could speak again, and he began
praising God.
65Awe fell upon the whole neighborhood,
and the news of what had happened spread
throughout the Judean hills. 66Everyone who
heard about it reflected on these events and
asked, “What will this child turn out to be?”
For the hand of the Lord was surely upon him
in a special way.
Luke 1: 67 - 80
Zechariah’s Prophecy
67 Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with
the Holy Spirit and gave this prophecy:
68 “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has visited and redeemed his
people.
69 He has sent us a mighty Saviour
from the royal line of his servant David,
70 just as he promised
through his holy prophets long ago.
71 Now we will be saved from our enemies
and from all who hate us.
72 He has been merciful to our ancestors
by remembering his sacred covenant—
73 the covenant he swore with an oath
to our ancestor Abraham.

74 We have been rescued from our enemies
so we can serve God without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness
for as long as we live.
76 “And you, my little son,
will be called the prophet of the Most
High, because you will prepare the way
for the Lord.
77 You will tell his people how to find salvation through forgiveness of their sins.
78 Because of God’s tender mercy,
the morning light from heaven is about to
break upon us,
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
and to guide us to the path of peace.”
80 John grew up and became strong in spirit.
And he lived in the wilderness until he
began his public ministry to Israel.

Church on the site of John’s home
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1 Samuel 26: 1-25
David Spares Saul Again
1Now some men from Ziph came to Saul at
Gibeah to tell him, “David is hiding on the hill
of Hakilah, which overlooks Jeshimon.”
2So Saul took 3,000 of Israel’s elite troops and
went to hunt him down in the wilderness of
Ziph. 3Saul camped along the road beside the
hill of Hakilah, near Jeshimon, where David
was hiding. When David learned that Saul had
come after him into the wilderness, 4he sent out
spies to verify the report of Saul’s arrival.
5David slipped over to Saul’s camp one night
to look around. Saul and Abner son of Ner, the
commander of his army, were sleeping inside a
ring formed by the slumbering warriors. 6“Who
will volunteer to go in there with me?” David
asked Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son of
Zeruiah, Joab’s brother.
“I’ll go with you,” Abishai replied. 7So David
and Abishai went right into Saul’s camp and
found him asleep, with his spear stuck in the
ground beside his head. Abner and the soldiers
were lying asleep around him.
8“God has surely handed your enemy over to
you this time!” Abishai whispered to David.
“Let me pin him to the ground with one thrust
of the spear; I won’t need to strike twice!”
9“No!” David said. “Don’t kill him. For who
can remain innocent after attacking the LORD’s
anointed one? 10Surely the LORD will strike
Saul down someday, or he will die of old age
or in battle. 11The LORD forbid that I should
kill the one he has anointed! But take his spear
and that jug of water beside his head, and then
let’s get out of here!”
12So David took the spear and jug of water that
were near Saul’s head. Then he and Abishai got
away without anyone seeing them or even waking up, because the LORD had put Saul’s men
into a deep sleep.
13David climbed the hill opposite the camp
until he was at a safe distance. 14Then he
shouted down to the soldiers and to Abner son
of Ner, “Wake up, Abner!”

“Who is it?” Abner demanded.
15“Well, Abner, you’re a great man, aren’t
you?” David taunted. “Where in all Israel is
there anyone as mighty? So why haven’t you
guarded your master the king when someone
came to kill him? 16This isn’t good at all! I
swear by the LORD that you and your men deserve to die, because you failed to protect your
master, the LORD’s anointed! Look around!
Where are the king’s spear and the jug of water
that were beside his head?”
17Saul recognized David’s voice and called
out, “Is that you, my son David?”
And David replied, “Yes, my lord the king.
18Why are you chasing me? What have I done?
What is my crime? 19But now let my lord the
king listen to his servant. If the LORD has
stirred you up against me, then let him accept
my offering. But if this is simply a human
scheme, then may those involved be cursed by
the LORD. For they have driven me from my
home, so I can no longer live among the
LORD’s people, and they have said, ‘Go, worship pagan gods.’ 20Must I die on foreign soil,
far from the presence of the LORD? Why has
the king of Israel come out to search for a single flea? Why does he hunt me down like a partridge on the mountains?”
21Then Saul confessed, “I have sinned. Come
back home, my son, and I will no longer try to
harm you, for you valued my life today. I have
been a fool and very, very wrong.”
22“Here is your spear, O king,” David replied.
“Let one of your young men come over and get
it. 23The LORD gives his own reward for
doing good and for being loyal, and I refused
to kill you even when the LORD placed you in
my power, for you are the LORD’s anointed
one. 24Now may the LORD value my life,
even as I have valued yours today. May he rescue me from all my troubles.”
25And Saul said to David, “Blessings on you,
my son David. You will do many heroic deeds,
and you will surely succeed.” Then David went
away, and Saul returned home.
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Sunday 30th March - Tabernacle Background

The Tabernacle (Hebrew: ןכשמ, mishkan,
"residence" or "dwelling place"), according to
the Hebrew Bible, was the portable dwelling
place for the divine presence from the time of
the Exodus from Egypt through the conquering
of the land of Canaan. Built to specifications
revealed by God (Yahweh) to Moses at Mount
Sinai, it accompanied the Israelites on their
wanderings in the wilderness and their conquest
of the Promised Land. The First Temple in
Jerusalem superseded it as the dwelling-place
of God.

and its base, the packing cloths, the sacred vestments for Aaron the priest, the vestments that
his sons wear to serve, the anointing oil, and
the incense for the sanctuary. They will thus do
all that I command." (Exodus 31:1-11)

The fullest description of the Tabernacle describes an inner shrine (named Holy of Holies)
housing the Ark of the Covenant and an outer
chamber (Holy Place) with a golden lampstand,
table for showbread, and altar of incense.
In Exodus chapter 31 the main builder and
architects are specified:

"God spoke to Moses, saying: I have selected
Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah, by name. I have filled him with a divine
spirit, with wisdom, understanding and knowledge, and with all types of craftsmanship. He
will be able to devise plans as well as work in
gold, silver and copper, cut stones to be set,
carve wood, and do other work. I have also
given him Oholiab son of
Achisamakh of the tribe of
Dan. I have placed wisdom in the heart of
every naturally talented
person. They will thus
make all that I have ordered, the Communion
Tent, the Ark of the
Covenant, the ark cover to go
on it, all the utensils for the tent, the
table and its utensils, the pure menorah
and all its utensils, the incense altar, the sacrificial altar and all its utensils, the washstand
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Last night I lay a-sleeping
There came a dream so fair,
I stood in old Jerusalem
Beside the temple there.
I heard the children singing,
And ever as they sang
I thought the voice of angels
From heaven in answer rang,
I thought the voice of angels
From heaven in answer rang.

The Holy City

Jerusalem! Jerusalem!
Lift up your gates and sing,
Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna to your King!

And once again the scene was
changed,
New earth there seemed to be.
I saw the Holy City
Beside the tideless sea.
The light of God was on its streets,
The gates were open wide,
And all who would might enter,
And no one was denied.
No need of moon or stars by night,
Or sun to shine by day;
It was the new Jerusalem
That would not pass away,
It was the new Jerusalem
That would not pass away.

Jerusalem! Jerusalem!
Sing for the night is o'er!
Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna forevermore!
Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna forevermore!

Saint Anne’s Church
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