ALL SOULS DAY READING
John 5: 19-29
The Authority of the Son
19Jesus said to the Jews, “Very truly, I tell
you, the Son can do nothing on His own, but
only what He sees the Father doing; for
whatever the Father does, the Son does
likewise. 20The Father loves the Son and
shows Him all that He Himself is doing; and
He will show Him greater works than these,
so that you will be astonished. 21Indeed, just
as the Father raises the dead and gives them
life, so also the Son gives life to whomever
He wishes. 22The Father judges no one but
has given all judgment to the Son, 23so that
all may honour the Son just as they honour
the Father. Anyone who does not honour the
Son does not honour the Father who sent him.
24Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears
My word and believes Him who sent Me has
eternal life, and does not come under
judgment, but has passed from death to life.
25“Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear
will live. 26For just as the Father has life in
himself, so He has granted the Son also to
have life in himself; 27and He has given Him
authority to execute judgment, because He is
the Son of Man. 28Do not be astonished at
this; for the hour is coming when all who are
in their graves will hear His voice 29and will
come out—those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

Notes

COLLECT
We thank you, loving God, for all your
servants, known to us and unknown, who
have departed this life in your faith and fear:
give us grace so to follow their good
examples, that with them we may be brought
to a joyful resurrection, and be made
partakers of your heavenly kingdom; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN
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Friday 24th October Readings
Jonah 1 - Jonah Flees From the Lord
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah son
of Amittai: 2“Go to the great city of Nineveh
and preach against it, because its wickedness
has come up before me.”
3But Jonah ran away from the LORD and
headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa,
where he found a ship bound for that port.
After paying the fare, he went aboard and
sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.
4Then the LORD sent a great wind on the
sea, and such a violent storm arose that the
ship threatened to break up. 5All the sailors
were afraid and each cried out to his own
god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to
lighten the ship.
But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay
down and fell into a deep sleep. 6The captain
went to him and said, “How can you sleep?
Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will
take notice of us, and we will not perish.”
7Then the sailors said to each other, “Come,
let us cast lots to find out who is responsible
for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot
fell on Jonah.
8So they asked him, “Tell us, who is
responsible for making all this trouble for us?
What do you do? Where do you come from?
What is your country? From what people are
you?”
9He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship
the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the
sea and the land.”
10This terrified them and they asked, “What
have you done?” (They knew he was running
away from the LORD, because he had
already told them so.)
11The sea was getting rougher and rougher.
So they asked him, “What should we do to
you to make the sea calm down for us?”
12“Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he
replied, “and it will become calm. I know that
it is my fault that this great storm has come
upon you.”
13Instead, the men did their best to row back
to land. But they could not, for the sea grew

even wilder than before. 14Then they cried to
the LORD, “O LORD, please do not let us die
for taking this man’s life. Do not hold us
accountable for killing an innocent man, for
you, O LORD, have done as you pleased.”
15Then they took Jonah and threw him
overboard, and the raging sea grew calm.
16At this the men greatly feared the LORD,
and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and
made vows to Him.
17But the LORD provided a great fish to
swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish
three days and three nights.
Jonah’s Prayer - Jpnah 2
1From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the
LORD his God. 2He said:
“In my distress I called to the LORD,
and He answered me.
From the depths of the grave I called for
help, and you listened to my cry.
3 You hurled me into the deep,
into the very heart of the seas,
and the currents swirled about me;
all your waves and breakers
swept over me.
4 I said, ‘I have been banished
from your sight;
yet I will look again
toward Your holy temple.’
5 The engulfing waters threatened me,
the deep surrounded me;
seaweed was wrapped around my head.
6 To the roots of the mountains I sank down;
the earth beneath barred me in forever.
But You brought my life up from the pit,
O LORD my God.
7 “When my life was ebbing away,
I remembered You, LORD,
and my prayer rose to you,
to Your holy temple.
8 “Those who cling to worthless idols
forfeit the grace that could be theirs.
9 But I, with a song of thanksgiving,
will sacrifice to You.
What I have vowed I will make good.
Salvation comes from the LORD.”
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Friday 31st October Readings
Mark 15: 21-47
Jesus crucifixion and burial
21Then the soldiers compelled a certain man,
Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander
and Rufus, as he was coming out of the
country and passing by, to bear His cross.
22And they brought Him to the place
Golgotha, which is translated, ‘Place of a
Skull’. 23 Then they gave Him wine mingled
with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it.
24And when they crucified Him, they divided
His garments, casting lots for them to
determine what every man should take.
25Now it was the third hour, and they
crucified Him. 26 And the inscription of His
accusation was written above:
THE KING OF THE JEWS.
27With Him they also crucified two robbers,
one on His right and the other on His left.
28So the Scripture was fulfilled which says,
“And He was numbered with the
transgressors.”
29And those who passed by blasphemed
Him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha!
You who destroy the temple and build it in
three days, 30save Yourself, and come down
from the cross!”
31Likewise the chief priests also, mocking
among themselves with the scribes, said, “He
saved others; Himself He cannot save. 32Let
the Christ, the King of Israel, descend now
from the cross, that we may see and believe.”
Even those who were crucified with Him
reviled Him.
33Now when the sixth hour had come, there
was darkness over the whole land until the
ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour Jesus
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi ,
Eloi , lama sabachthani” which is translated,
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?” ?
35Some of those who stood by, when they
heard that, said, “Look, He is calling for
Elijah!” 36Then someone ran and filled a
sponge full of sour wine, put it on a reed, and
offered it to Him to drink, saying, “Let Him

alone; let us see if Elijah will come to take
Him down.”
37And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and
breathed His last.
38Then the veil of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom. 39So when the centurion,
who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried
out like this and breathed His last, he said,
“Truly this Man was the Son of God!”
40There were also women looking on from
afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James the Less and of
Joseph, and Salome, 41who also followed
Him and ministered to Him when He was in
Galilee, and many other women who came up
with Him to Jerusalem.
42Now when evening had come, because it
was the Preparation Day, that is, the day
before the Sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a
prominent council member, who was himself
waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and
taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for
the body of Jesus. 44Pilate marvelled that He
was already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him if He had been dead
for some time. 45So when he found out from
the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.
46Then he bought fine linen, took Him down,
and wrapped Him in the linen. And he laid
Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of
the rock, and rolled a stone against the door of
the tomb. 47And Mary Magdalene and Mary
the mother of Joseph observed where He was
laid.

Track for Tomb stone
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67Then they spat in Jesus’ face and hit Him
with their fists. And some slapped him, 68
saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who
hit you that time?”
Peter Denies Jesus
69Meanwhile, as Peter was sitting outside in
the courtyard, a servant girl came over and
said to him, “You were one of those with
Jesus the Galilean.”
70But Peter denied it in front of everyone. “I
don’t know what you are talking about,” he
said.
71Later, out by the gate, another servant girl
noticed him and said to those standing around,
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
72Again Peter denied it, this time with an
oath. “I don’t even know the man,” he said.
73A little later some other bystanders came
over to him and said, “You must be one of
them; we can tell by your Galilean accent.”
74Peter said, “I swear by God, I don’t know
the Man.” And immediately the rooster
crowed. 75Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed
through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster
crows, you will deny Me three times.” And he
went away, crying bitterly.
Mark 14: 12-26
The Last Supper
12On the first day of the Festival of
Unleavened Bread (the day the Passover
lambs were sacrificed), Jesus’ disciples asked
Him, “Where do you want us to go to prepare
the Passover supper?”
13So Jesus sent two of them into Jerusalem to
make the arrangements. “As you go into the
city,” he told them, “a man carrying a pitcher
of water will meet you. Follow him. 14At the
house he enters, say to the owner, ‘the
Teacher asks, Where is the guest room where
I can eat the Passover meal with My
disciples?’ 15He will take you upstairs to a
large room that is already set up. That is the
place; go ahead and prepare our supper there.”
16So the two disciples went on ahead into the
city and found everything just as Jesus had
said, and they prepared the Passover supper
there.
17In the evening Jesus arrived with the twelve

disciples. 18As they were sitting around the
table eating, Jesus said, “The truth is, one of
you will betray Me, one of you who is here
eating with me.”
19Greatly distressed, one by one they began
to ask him, “I’m not the one, am I?”
20He replied, “It is one of you twelve, one
who is eating with me now. 21For I, the Son
of Man, must die, as the Scriptures declared
long ago. But how terrible it will be for my
betrayer. Far better for him if he had never
been born!”
22As they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of
bread and asked God’s blessing on it. Then
He broke it in pieces and gave it to the
disciples, saying, “Take it, for this is my
body.”
23And He took a cup of wine and gave thanks
to God for it. He gave it to them, and they all
drank from it. 24And He said to them, “This
is my blood, poured out for many, sealing the
covenant between God and his people. 25 I
solemnly declare that I will not drink wine
again until that day when I drink it new in the
Kingdom of God.” 26Then they sang a hymn
and went out to the Mount of Olives.
Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial
27“All of you will desert Me,” Jesus told
them. “For the Scriptures say,
‘God will strike the Shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered.’
28 But after I am raised from the dead, I will
go ahead of you to Galilee and meet you
there.” 29Peter said to him, “Even if everyone
else deserts you, I never will.” 30“Peter,”
Jesus replied, “the truth is, this very night,
before the rooster
crows twice, you
will deny Me three
times.”
31“No!”
Peter
insisted. “Not even
if I have to die
with you! I will
never deny you!”
And all the others
Steps to
vowed the same.
Upper Room
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10And the LORD commanded the fish, and it
vomited Jonah onto dry land.

Saturday 25th October Readings
1 Kings 18 - Elijah and Obadiah
1After a long time, in the third year, the word
of the LORD came to Elijah: “Go and present
yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the
land.” 2So Elijah went to present himself to
Ahab.
Now the famine was severe in Samaria, 3and
Ahab had summoned Obadiah, who was in
charge of his palace. (Obadiah was a devout
believer in the LORD. 4While Jezebel was
killing off the LORD’s prophets, Obadiah had
taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in
two caves, fifty in each, and had supplied
them with food and water.) 5Ahab had said to
Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the
springs and valleys. Maybe we can find some
grass to keep the horses and mules alive so we
will not have to kill any of our animals.” 6So
they divided the land they were to cover,
Ahab going in one direction and Obadiah in
another.
7As Obadiah was walking along, Elijah met
him. Obadiah recognised him, bowed down to
the ground, and said, “Is it really you, my lord
Elijah?”
8“Yes,” he replied. “Go tell your master,
‘Elijah is here.’”
9“What have I done wrong,” asked Obadiah,
“that you are handing your servant over to
Ahab to be put to death? 10As surely as the
LORD your God lives, there is not a nation or
kingdom where my master has not sent
someone to look for you. And whenever a
nation or kingdom claimed you were not
there, he made them swear they could not find
you. 11But now you tell me to go to my
master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ 12I don’t
know where the Spirit of the LORD may
carry you when I leave you. If I go and tell
Ahab and he doesn’t find you, he will kill me.
Yet I your servant have worshiped the LORD
since my youth. 13Haven’t you heard, my

lord, what I did while Jezebel was killing the
prophets of the LORD? I hid a hundred of the
LORD’s prophets in two caves, fifty in each,
and supplied them with food and water.
14And now you tell me to go to my master
and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ He will kill me!”
15Elijah said, “As the LORD Almighty lives,
whom I serve, I will surely present myself to
Ahab today.”
Elijah on Mount Carmel
16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told
him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17When
he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you,
you troubler of Israel?”
18“I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah
replied. “But you and your father’s family
have. You have abandoned the LORD’s
commands and have followed the Baals.
19Now summon the people from all over
Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And
bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of
Baal and the four hundred prophets of
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”
20So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel
and assembled the prophets on Mount
Carmel. 21Elijah went before the people and
said, “How long will you waver between two
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him;
but if Baal is God, follow him.”
But the people said nothing.
22Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only
one of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has
four hundred and fifty prophets. 23Get two
bulls for us. Let them choose one for
themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and
put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will
prepare the other bull and put it on the wood
but not set fire to it. 24Then you call on the
name of your god, and I will call on the name
of the LORD. The god who answers by fire—
he is God.”
Then all the people said, “What you say is
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good.”
25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,
“Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first,
since there are so many of you. Call on the
name of your god, but do not light the fire.”
26So they took the bull given them and
prepared it.
Then they called on the name of Baal from
morning till noon. “O Baal, answer us!” they
shouted. But there was no response; no one
answered. And they danced around the altar
they had made.
27At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout
louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps
he is deep in thought, or busy, or travelling.
Maybe he is sleeping and must be
awakened.” 28So they shouted louder and
slashed themselves with swords and spears,
as was their custom, until their blood flowed.
29Midday passed, and they continued their
frantic prophesying until the time for the
evening sacrifice. But there was no response,
no one answered, no one paid attention.
30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come
here to me.” They came to him, and he
repaired the altar of the LORD, which was in
ruins. 31Elijah took twelve stones, one for
each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to
whom the word of the LORD had come,
saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 32With
the stones he built an altar in the name of the
LORD, and he dug a trench around it large
enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33He
arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces
and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them,
“Fill four large jars with water and pour it on
the offering and on the wood.”
34“Do it again,” he said, and they did it
again.
“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did
it the third time. 35The water ran down
around the altar and even filled the trench.
36At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah
stepped forward and prayed: “O LORD, God
of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known
today that You are God in Israel and that I am
your servant and have done all these things at
your command. 37Answer me, O LORD,
answer me, so these people will know that

You, O LORD, are God, and that You are
turning their hearts back again.”
38Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned
up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the
soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.
39When all the people saw this, they fell
prostrate and cried, “The LORD—He is God!
The LORD—He is God!”
40Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the
prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!”
They seized them, and Elijah had them
brought down to the Kishon Valley and
slaughtered there.

Sabbath, 10and so the Jews said to the man
who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the
law forbids you to carry your mat.”
11But he replied, “The man who made me
well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and
walk.’”
12So they asked him, “Who is this fellow
who told you to pick it up and walk?”
13The man who was healed had no idea who
it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the
crowd that was there.

away to be crucified.
Matthew 23: 37-39
Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones God’s messengers!
How often I have wanted to gather your
children together as a hen protects her chicks
beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me.
38And now look, your house is left to you,
empty and desolate. 39For I tell you this, you
will never see Me again until you say, ‘Bless
the one who comes in the name of the Lord!’”

Matthew 27: 27-31
The Soldiers Mock Jesus
27Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jesus
into their headquarters and called out the
entire battalion. 28They stripped him and put
a scarlet robe on Him. 29They made a crown
of long, sharp thorns and put it on His head,
and they placed a stick in His right hand as a
sceptre. Then they knelt before Him in
mockery, yelling, “Hail! King of the Jews!”
30And they spat on Him and grabbed the
stick and beat Him on the head with it.
31When they were finally tired of mocking
Him, they took off the robe and put His own
clothes on Him again. Then they led Him

Thursday 30th October Readings

Luke 1: 26-38
The Annunciation
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a
virgin pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and
said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favoured! The Lord is with you.”
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might be.
30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
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Matthew 26: 57 - 74
Jesus before the Council
57Then the people who had arrested Jesus
led Him to the home of Caiaphas, the high
priest, where the teachers of religious law
and other leaders had gathered.
58Meanwhile, Peter was following far
behind and eventually came to the courtyard
of the high priest’s house. He went in, sat
with the guards, and waited to see what was
going to happen to Jesus. 59Inside, the
leading priests and the entire high council
were trying to find witnesses who would lie
about Jesus, so they could put him to death.
60 But even though they found many who
agreed to give false witness, there was no
testimony they could use. Finally, two men
were found 61who declared, “This man said,
‘I am able to destroy the Temple of God and

rebuild it in three days.’”
62Then the high priest stood up and said to
Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to answer these
charges? What do You have to say for
yourself?” 63But Jesus remained silent. Then
the high priest said to him, “I demand in the
name of the living God that You tell us
whether You are the Messiah, the Son of
God.”64Jesus replied, “Yes, it is as you say.
And in the future you will see Me, the Son of
Man, sitting at God’s right hand in the place
of power and coming back on the clouds of
heaven.” ?
65Then the high priest tore his clothing to
show his horror, shouting, “Blasphemy! Why
do we need other witnesses? You have all
heard His blasphemy. 66What is your
verdict?”
“Guilty!” they shouted. “He must die!”
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Wednesday 29th October Readings
Mark 11
Jesus moves down the Palm Sunday Road
1Now when Jesus and his disciples drew near
Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the
Mount of Olives, He sent two of His
disciples; 2and He said to them, “Go into the
village opposite you; and as soon as you have
entered it you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has sat. Loose it and bring it. 3And if
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing
this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it,’ and
immediately he will send it here.”
4So they went their way, and found the colt
tied by the door outside on the street, and they
loosed it. 5But some of those who stood there
said to them, “What are you doing, loosing
the colt?”
6And they spoke to them just as Jesus had
commanded. So they let them go. 7Then they
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
clothes on it, and He sat on it. 8And many
spread their clothes on the road, and others
cut down leafy branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. 9Then those who
went before and those who followed cried out,
saying: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord!’ 10 Blessed is the
kingdom of our father David. That comes in
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!” 11And Jesus went into Jerusalem
and into the temple. So when He had looked
around at all things, as the hour was already
late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve.
Matthew 26: 36-46
Gethsemane
36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a
place called Gethsemane, and He said to
them, “Sit here while I go over there and
pray.” 37He took Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee along with Him, and He began to be
sorrowful and troubled. 38Then He said to
them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow
to the point of death. Stay here and keep
watch with Me.”
39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to

the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet
not as I will, but as You will.”
40Then He returned to his disciples and found
them sleeping. “Could you men not keep
watch with me for one hour?” He asked Peter.
41“Watch and pray so that you will not fall
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
body is weak.”
42He went away a second time and prayed,
“My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to
be taken away unless I drink it, may Your will
be done.”
John 5: 1-13
The Healing at the Pool
1Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem
for a feast of the Jews. 2Now there is in
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which
in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3Here
a great number of disabled people used to
lie—the blind, the lame, the paralysed. 5One
who was there had been an invalid for thirty
eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there
and learned that he had been in this condition
for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want
to get well?”
7“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to
help me into the pool when the water is
stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone
else goes down ahead of me.”
8Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up
your mat and walk.” 9At once the man was
cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a
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Mary, you have found favour with God.
31You will be with child and give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.
32He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. The Lord God will give
Him the throne of his father David, 33and He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever;
His kingdom will never end.”
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel,
“since I am a virgin?”
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to
be born will be called the Son of God.
36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to
have a child in her old age, and she who was
said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For
nothing is impossible with God.”
38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.
“May it be to me as you have said.” Then the
angel left her.
Luke 4: 16-19
Jesus in the Synagogue
16 Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went
into the synagogue, as was his custom. And
he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling
it, he found the place where it is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because
he has anointed me to preach good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind,to release the oppressed,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
John 2: 1-12
Jesus Changes Water to Wine
1On the third day a wedding took place at
Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2
and Jesus and His disciples had also been
invited to the wedding. 3When the wine was
gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have
no more wine.”
4“Dear woman, why do you involve me?”
Jesus replied, “My time has not yet come.”
5His mother said to the servants, “Do

whatever He tells you.”
6Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind
used by the Jews for ceremonial washing,
each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with
water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and
take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9and the master of the banquet
tasted the water that had been turned into
wine. He did not realise where it had come
from, though the servants who had drawn the
water knew. Then he called the bridegroom
aside 10and said, “Everyone brings out the
choice wine first and then the cheaper wine
after the guests have had too much to drink;
but you have saved the best till now.”
11This, the first of His miraculous signs,
Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus
revealed his glory, and His disciples put their
faith in Him. 12After this He went down to
Capernaum with His mother and brothers and
His disciples. There they stayed for a few
days.

Synagogue
in Narareth
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Sunday 26th October Readings
Matthew 4: 18-22
The Calling of the First Disciples
18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of
Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were
casting a net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. 19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said,
“and I will make you fishers of men.” 20At
once they left their nets and followed him.
21Going on from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John. They were in a boat with their
father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus
called them, 22and immediately they left the
boat and their father and followed him.

for they will receive it in full.
God blesses those who are merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure,
for they will see God.
9 God blesses those who work for peace,
for they will be called the children of God.
10 God blesses those who are persecuted
because they live for God, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
11“God blesses you when you are mocked
and persecuted and lied about because you
are My followers. 12Be happy about it! Be
very glad! For a great reward awaits you in
heaven. And remember, the ancient
prophets were persecuted, too.
7

Matthew 5: 3-12
The Beatitudes
2 This is what Jesus taught them:
3 “God blesses those who realise their need
for him,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is given to
them.
4 God blesses those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5 God blesses those who are gentle and
lowly,
for the whole earth will belong to them.
6 God blesses those who are hungry and
thirsty for justice,
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Judges 7
Gideon Defeats the Midianites
1Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is,
Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring
of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of
them in the valley near the hill of Moreh.
2The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too
many men for Me to deliver Midian into their
hands. In order that Israel may not boast
against Me that her own strength has saved
her, 3 announce now to the people, ‘Anyone
who trembles with fear may turn back and

leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two
thousand men left, while ten thousand
remained.
4But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are
still too many men. Take them down to the
water, and I will sift them for you there. If I
say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go;
but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’
he shall not go.”
5So Gideon took the men down to the water.
There the LORD told him, “Separate those
who lap the water with their tongues like a
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dog from those who kneel down to drink.”
6Three hundred men lapped with their hands
to their mouths. All the rest got down on their
knees to drink.
7The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three
hundred men that lapped I will save you and
give the Midianites into your hands. Let all
the other men go, each to his own place.” 8So
Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites to their
tents but kept the three hundred, who took
over the provisions and trumpets of the
others.
Now the camp of Midian lay below him in
the valley. 9During that night the LORD said
to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the
camp, because I am going to give it into your
hands. 10If you are afraid to attack, go down
to the camp with your servant Purah 11and
listen to what they are saying. Afterward, you
will be encouraged to attack the camp.” So he
and Purah his servant went down to the
outposts of the camp. 12The Midianites, the
Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples
had settled in the valley, thick as locusts.
Their camels could no more be counted than
the sand on the seashore.
13Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a
friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was
saying. “A round loaf of barley bread came
tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck
the tent with such force that the tent
overturned and collapsed.”
14His friend responded, “This can be nothing
other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash,
the Israelite. God has given the Midianites
and the whole camp into his hands.”
15When Gideon heard the dream and its
interpretation, he worshiped God. He
returned to the camp of Israel and called out,
“Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite
camp into your hands.” 16Dividing the three
hundred men into three companies, he placed
trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of
them, with torches inside.
17“Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my
lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do
exactly as I do. 18When I and all who are
with me blow our trumpets, then from all
around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For

the LORD and for Gideon.’”
19Gideon and the hundred men with him
reached the edge of the camp at the beginning
of the middle watch, just after they had
changed the guard. They blew their trumpets
and broke the jars that were in their hands.
20The three companies blew the trumpets and
smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in
their left hands and holding in their right
hands the trumpets they were to blow, they
shouted, “A sword for the LORD and for
Gideon!” 21While each man held his position
around the camp, all the Midianites ran,
crying out as they fled.
22When the three hundred trumpets sounded,
the LORD caused the men throughout the
camp to turn on each other with their swords.
The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah
as far as the border of Abel Meholah near
Tabbath. 23Israelites from Naphtali, Asher
and all Manasseh were called out, and they
pursued the Midianites. 24Gideon sent
messengers throughout the hill country of
Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the
Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan
ahead of them as far as Beth Barah.”
So all the men of Ephraim were called out
and they took the waters of the Jordan as far
as Beth Barah. 25They also captured two of
the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They
killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at
the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued the
Midianites and brought the heads of Oreb and
Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan.
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Spring of Harod

