ISRAEL TOUR OUTLINE - ANGLICAN TOURS – June 2017 
(Latest UPDATE – 21st April 2017) 
Day 1 June 13 - Leave from Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney or Brisbane. – We then meet up in Dubai and travel rest of the way to Jordan together.

Day 2 - June 14 Wednesday
Welcome to Amman 

You will be met at the airport and escorted to the guide and driver  

Transfer to the Sheik Hussein northern border (border closes at 7:00 pm Jordan side. If plane on time should be there lunchtime).We begin our tour of the Holy Land with a visit to Bet Shean to visit the largest Roman city ever found in Israel, one of the towns of the Decapolis. Dinner and overnight: Tiberius Leonardo Club - Phone: 972- 4- 6714444 (From Australia) 
Day 3 June 15 Thursday
Ascend to the Upper Galilee to visit Tel Dan, the Biblical Laish; visit the Tel and see the altars found from the Kings of Israel period (3000 years ago). Next stop is the Banias springs known as Caesarea Philippi, one of the sources of the Jordan River and the site of Peter’s confession. Walk the riverbed via the man selling Pita Bread and Tea and return via Agrippa's palace. Continue to Mt. Bental with its stunning view and overlook of Mt Hermon, the Golan Heights and southern Syria. Open air mass (votive for peace & justice) overlooking Syria. End the day with a visit to Safed, home to an artist colony and one-time center of Kabbalah. Dinner and overnight Tiberius. 
Day 4 June 16 - Friday
Depart after breakfast for Magdala Centre Dig (08:15 – Mass (Vocation to faithful discipleship) 09:00 - visit). Continue to The Mt of Beatitudes, which has an excellent view of the Sea of Galilee with its shimmering blue lake. It was at this site that Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called children of God (Matt 5:1-9). Drive to Tabgha and see the mosaic in the church of the Multiplication of the loaves and fish. Visit Mensa Christi (Primacy of Peter) and Capernaum where most of the ministries of Jesus took place. The outstanding remains of the synagogue built by the Roman centurion who was the first heathen to accept our Lord and Saviour. After an enjoyable fish lunch at the Sea of Galilee (St. Peter – 13:00) visit Kursi on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. A mosaic floor was uncovered with a Greek inscription. It was at this site that Jesus healed a man possessed by demons (Mark 5:1-20)  Visit Beth Saida, one of the most frequently mentioned towns in the New Testament and it is believed that Jesus performed several of his miracles at this site (healing the blind man). Boat Ride and a look at an Ancient Boat found under the mud in the Sea of Galilee
Dinner and overnight in Tiberius  -  Phone: +972 4-867-7111
Day 5 - June 17 Saturday 
The day starts early with an overview at Mt. Tabor Mass [and the Church of Transfiguration., followed by a visit to Megiddo (the Biblical Armageddon - Revelations 16: 12-16). Continue to Nazareth to see St. Joseph’s church and the Church of Annunciation.. Drive past Mary’s well where the Greeks believe the Angel Gabriel told Mary she would give birth to Our Lord Jesus Christ. Also Sepphoris/Zippori (Birth place of Mary).  Renewal of Marriage Vows in Cana at 4pm   Return to our Tiberius hotel for dinner and overnight.  
Day 6 - June 18 Sunday
Check out after breakfast. Visit Rosh Hanikra to walk through Israel's "blue grottos". Drive to Akko to see the fortifications, (the Mosque of the Sages) and the Crusader Halls. See the prison where the British hanged members of the underground; visit the Knights of St. John Castle, walk through the shuk to the harbor and the medieval Genoese marketplace.  Proceed to Haifa for an overview of the Baha'i gardens.  Visit Carmelite Monastery  (Mass in open air) Overnight Haifa.  Phone: +972 4-867-7111

Day 7 June 19 – Monday - Visit Caesarea Maritime on the Mediterranean Sea while viewing the Roman aqueduct and port, Crusader's Moat and the famous Roman Theater. It was in Caesarea that Paul was imprisoned. Continue to Jaffa and Jaffa tales - a guided tour through the underground section of the open plaza which ends with a movie where the story is told you by an ancient tradesman. Continue to visit the Ayalon Institute in Rehovot; there is no doubt that the efforts of the Haganah members who worked under harsh conditions played a crucial role in the success of the War of Independence as this building had an underground ammunition factory that was a cover-up to the Launderette and used by the British as well as locales. Mass at Emmaus and finish the day on Mt Scopus with a ‘toast’ [Shehechiyanu] to the city.
- Dinner and overnight Jerusalem – Grand Court Hotel, From Australia Phone: 972- 2-5917777

Day 8 – June 20 Tuesday Enjoy a spectacular view of Jerusalem from the Mt. of Olives - Walk down the Palm Sunday Road, the Chapel of Dominus Flevit and the Church of all Nations at the Garden of Gethsemane – On Mt Zion visit the Last Supper Room and the Prison of Christ at St. Peter in Gallicantu before going to Bethlehem [If time permits stop at the Haas Promenade. On the way face the reality of the Wall. Afternoon visit to Bethlehem commencing with lunch there (Shepherds Tent Restaurant) –Visit the Holy Sites including the Shepherds Field, Shepherds Church, Church of the Nativity with Birth cave. At end of visit and Mass at Shepherds field visit the Christian souvenir store [Bethlehem Co-Op near Shepherds Fields])  - Dinner and overnight Jerusalem 
Day 9– June 21 Early morning visit to the Temple Mount (leave hotel at 7:00 to avoid a very long wait in line - no prayer books, bibles or ipads unless you put them all together to be collected). Exit via Suq al Qatana (the Cotton Market) and return via the Western Wall [collect all your stored stuff from security] to visit the City of David including Hezekiah's tunnel. Walk through this 2,700 year-old tunnel (550 m. long) in water up to your knees or through the 3,800 year old Canaanite tunnel (now dry) ending in the Pool of Siloam. Next stop is Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial to the victims of the Holocaust, as well as recognizing and honouring a number of non-Jewish people that helped save Jews during this bleak period. Visit Garden Tomb, St Georges Cathedral, Old and New City. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem

Day 10    June 22 Thursday - Start the day at Lions Gate [not going via the Temple Mount to avoid trouble with Mass vessels, prayer books, ipads, etc.]  and visit the Pools of Bethesda [St. Anne], the Sisters of Zion crypt [Ecce Homo] Mass here - and walk the Via Dolorosa - blessing of special crosses for us to wear on the walk, to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. Visit the Jewish Quarter: walk the Cardo and visit the Burnt House.   End with a visit to the Davidson Center and Western Wall - Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem 

Day 11  June 23 Friday - Drive first to Bethany where we briefly visit the church and the tomb of Lazarus. We then continue to the Qaser el-Yahud baptismal site on the River Jordan, for renewal of baptismal vows, followed by a visit to the desert oasis of Jericho where we view the Mount of Temptation and take an orientation tour around the town (Some may like to visit the monastery– at own cost -  via chair lift). We lunch (at own cost) in Jericho. We will stop to view the MONASTERY of SAINT GEORGE on our way back to Jerusalem. Mass in the desert. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem

Day 12 – June 24 = Saturday (Feast of the birth of John the Baptist)
Start the day with a visit at the village of Ein Karem the birthplace of St. John the Baptist, and see the Church of Visitation where Mary visited her cousin Elisabeth. Mass at either church. Visit the Israel Museum with a detailed model of Jerusalem from the time of the Second Temple and Shrine of the Book, which houses the Dead Sea Scrolls. Drive by the Knesset (House of Parliament) and the campus of Hebrew University. Continue to Bet Guvrin to see the Columbarium and the 3rd century BC Sidonian Burial Cave and to explore the myriad bell-shaped caves. Visit the wonderfully preserved Roman Amphitheatre. Return via Azeka overlooking the Ela Valley, where David fought Goliath and Bet Shemesh where the Ark of the Covenant returned. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem

Day 13 June 25 – Free Day - Sunday -  (Options) Visit Garden Tomb, Mass at St Georges Cathedral, Old and New City. Mass at Saint Georges, Liturgies in the Church of the Resurrection – Holy Sepulchre.
Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem
Day 14 June 26 - Monday
Check-out after breakfast we drive down through the Judean desert and pass the "Inn of the Good Samaritan" en route to the Dead Sea, the lowest spot on the face of the Earth.   Visit the archaeological remains of the Qumran settlement, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were written over 2000 years ago. We drive along the shores of the Dead Sea, visiting Ein Gedi (here near the waterfall is where David had the chance to do harm to King Saul in the cave) on route to the mountain fortress of Masada. Ascend by cable car (Possibly walk down; maybe see Herod's lower palace – 180 steps down and 180 steps up) for an extensive tour of the site which was the scene of the last Jewish resistance against the Romans in the year 73 AD. Dinner and overnight at the Dead Sea. David Hotel 08-6591234 
Day 15  June 27 - Tuesday
Check out around 10am to give time for a morning swim in the Dead Sea
Make our way to Eilat via the Arava Desert (Mass near Solomons Pillars) and visit Timna Park; Tabernacle 14:00. Cross the Arava border point into Jordan. Dinner on route and overnight in PETRA MOON - Phone: +962 3 215 6220 (From Australia) We will arrive very late.
Day 16  June 28 - Wednesday
Sleep in morning or free time.  Spend the afternoon after lunch in the rose-red hidden Nabatean city of Petra (Or you can spend all day there if you like) - a short horse ride to the siq – walk through this narrow gorge over 1 km in length and see the amazing Treasury at the end of the siq.
Dinner and overnight: Petra - Petra Moon
Day 17  June 29 Thursday
Check out of the hotel after breakfast leaving at 7am. On our way north visit Madaba – see the St. George Greek Orthodox Church and observe an old map of the Holy Land, located on its mosaic floor. At Mt. Nebo - (Mass) the site's association with the last days of Moses is described in Deuteronomy (34:1-7) - enjoy a breathtaking view of the Jordan Valley, the River Jordan and the Dead Sea. In Amman our city tour will show the many different faces of this city - the capital of Jordan – from its classical ruins to its bustling markets and upscale shopping centers. Drive past the hilltop Citadel - dating back to the Roman and Byzantine period. 

Transfer to the airport for your 11.55pm return flight.
(Airline time may change)

June 30 - Day 18 - In Flight.

THURSDAY - Day 18 – June 30
Arrive Home

Further information

WWW.ANGLICANTOURS.COM.AU
0409 441 246
info@anglicantours.com.au
PO Box 484 Brighton SA 5048
