
Journey to Turkey, Gallipoli
Seven Churches of the Revelation
2015 (October 24/November 12) 

Saturday 24 October - Day 01 - Depart Sydney (7pm), Melbourne, (7.25pm) Brisbane, Adelaide or Perth to Singapore where we all meet up, then on to Turkey.
Sunday 25 October - Day 02 - Arrive Istanbul
Arrive into Istanbul this morning. Drive along the city walls of Constantinople for viewing and picture stops. Enjoy some free time at  the Spice Bazaar and Underground Cistern. Take the privately chartered boat for the Bosphorus cruise. Lunch at a local restaurant on the Bosphorus. Spend some time for orientation of Grand Bazaar.
 
Monday 26 October - Day 03 - Istanbul
Full Day tour of visiting Chora Church, Blue Mosque, H. Sophia, Hippodrome, and Topkapi Palace. Lunch at a local restaurant. Travel to nearby modern shopping mall by subway/tram and have a free evening. Dinner at shopping mall and overnight at hotel. 
Tuesday 27 October - Day 04 - Istanbul – Nicea – Bursa
Drive to Nicea by taking the ferryboat. Visits to the Council site (Bouleterion), Theater, H. Sophia church, view one or two gates of the city walls. Stop by at a small kiln for ceramics and tiles production. Continue to Bursa for dinner and overnight.  – 260k
Wednesday 28 October - Day 05 - Bursa
Enjoy a Full Day program in Bursa visiting Green Mosque and Tomb, Grand Mosque, Muradiye complex, Silk Market and Grand Bazaar. Ample time for Turkish Bath for those interested. Dinner and overnight in Bursa. 
Thursday 29 October - Day 06 - Bursa – Gallipoli – Canakale
Drive to Gallipoli by taking the ferry across to Europe and ANZAC sites for an extensive visit to Anzac Cove, Beach cemetery, Lone Pine, Nek, NZ Memorial, etc. Take ferry once again to Canakkale for dinner and overnight at hotel. – 283k
Friday 30 October - Day 07 - Canakkale– Bergama
Drive to Troy and visit the site. We then proceed to Troas and Assos. Troas was a busy port situated further south from Troy but north of Assos. Recent excavations revealed a dozen different cities covering 3000 years of human occupation. During his stay in Troas, St. Paul had a dream in which he saw a vision of a man asking him to "Come over to Macedonia and help us" after which he decided to go to Europe. All in all, he stopped and preached here 3 times.  Arriving in Assos on foot from Troas, St. Paul preached here and went down to the little port on the shore to board the boat on his return journey to Jerusalem. Assos perches high on a cliff overlooking the Aegean and the Island of Lesbos is breathtaking. Its Acropolis carries the impressive Temple of Athena.. Dinner and overnight at hotel in Bergama. (Pergamon) – 212k
Saturday 31 October - Day 08 – Bergama  - Izmir 
Continue to visit the Acropolis with the temple of Trajan, Altar of Zeus, Theater.  Continue visiting the Asclepion. We will proceed to Thyateria or Akhisar that was another one of the towns where Christianity spread quickly. It was the site for one of the Churches of Revelation. Drive to Kusadasi. Dinner and overnight in Izmir (Smyrna). – 106k
Sunday 1 November - Day 09 - Izmir – Kusadasi
We leave in the morning for Sardis, which holds a prominent place in mythology. Sardis felt the influence of the Seven Churches of Revelation and highlights include the 3rd century AD Synagogue, Gymnasium, House of Bronzes, Temple of Artemis, and, of course, the Church. Next on our itinerary is Philadelphia which was an important Christian center during Byzantine times. We will see the Basilica and drive to Kusadasi. – 101k
Monday 2 November - Day 10 - Kusadasi – Ephesus – Kusadasi
Travel from Kusadasi to the nearby ruins and visit Ephesus, House of Virgin Mary, Museum and Church of St John. Enjoy a visit to a carpet/silk (Selcuk)co-op and learn more aboyut this ancient Turkish industry (with the opportunity to purchase!). Dinner and overnight in Kusadasi. 
Tuesday 3 November - Day 11 – Patmos – Kusadasi
Free Day 
OR 

Optional 01 - Sail to Patmos. (Where St John wrote Revelation whilst imprisoned there) The journey takes about 12 hours round trip depending on the sea conditions. Lunch on the island. Return to Kusadasi for dinner and overnight. 

Optional 02 - we start early as we will see two sights today. Our first stop is Didyma that served as a religious sanctuary to god Apollo. Oracular inscriptions in Didyma indicate dates as far back as 6th.BC. Legend tells us that with the arrival of Alexander the Great, the sacred spring of the Temple that had dried up began to flow again. Highlights will be the Temple of Apollo. Further north we arrive in Miletus whose history dates back to 800 BC. Famous Philosopher Thales comes from Miletus and he is credited with the theory that all things come from water. Highlights here are the Lion Harbor that St. Paul sailed in, the Main Colonnaded Street, the Theatre, Baths of Faustina and the Council Chamber. Return to Kusadasi for dinner and overnight.

Wednesday 4 November - Day 12 - Kusadasi
After the two full touring days in Ephesus and Patmos for our pilgrimage we take it easy today and relax for recovery and enjoy some free time to do our own personal things. We will arrange a visit to a nearby village at mountain top where you can browse around, enjoy shopping on small artifacts as well as wine tasting and a light lunch before returning to hotel for your free afternoon. Church Service at suitable location and time today.
Thursday 5 November - Day 13 – Kusadasi - Pamukkale
Drive to Hierapolis – Pamukkale via Aphrodisias where we can have an extensive visit to the ruins and the displays in the new museum of Aphrodisias. Continue to the white terraces and travertine for sightseeing in Pamukkale. Have some free time around the Roman pool and source of water where it springs from. After completion of the visit check in at hotel. Dinner and overnight at Pamukkale. – 185k
 
Friday 6 November - Day 14 – Pamukkale - Konya
After a comfortable breakfast and check out we visit the site of Laodicea where the final letter was sent by St. John. Lunch en route. Drive to Konya on the Silk Road. Dinner and overnight in Konya – 404k
                                                                
Saturday 7 November - Day 15 – Konya - Cappadocia 
We visit the museum of Mevlana, the center of Whirling Dervishes and one Madrasah of Karatay or Ince Minare in the morning. 
Lunch on the way. We continue on the Silk Road and visit one caravanserai. Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia for the next 2 days.  – 225k
Sunday 8 November, Monday 9 November - Day 16, 17 - Cappadocia
We will spread our visits into two days and cover Goreme Valley of Churches, Ortahisar, Uchisar, Zelve Valley of Fairy  Chimneys, One Underground City of Derinkuyu or Kaymakli, Avanos, Urgup, Cavusin, Derbent, Avcilar, Sinassos, etc. Lunches will be held at local restaurants.  We will also visit the carpet weaving center, jewelry and souvenir shops and pottery of Cappadocia. (Optional - Mevlana Whirling Dervish performance one night, a cultural and folklore show of Cappadocia another night, early morning Balloon Ride – Cost not included) after dinners at hotel restaurants. Dinners and overnights at hotel for 2 days in Cappadocia.
Tuesday 10 November - Day 18 – Cappadocia – Kayseri - Istanbul
Take the morning plane to Istanbul where we have some time off for our last minute shopping in Turkey with overnight in Istanbul  We will arrange a farewell dinner at a local restaurant. 
Wednesday 11 November - Day 19 Istanbul
Transfer to the airport for your return Singapore Airlines flight back to Australia 
Thursday 12 November - Day 20 - Arrive Australia 
(Sydney 6pm)  (Melbourne 6.15pm)
Seven churches of Revelation
· Ephesus (Metropolis of Ephesus
· Smyrna (Metropolis of Smyrna
· Pergamon (Metropolis of Pergamon - Bergama 
· Thyatira 
· Sardis (See of Sardis)
· Philadelphia (Metropolis of Philadelphia) 
· and Laodicea
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